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This disc comes with a 
twist: The first and fourth 
su ite are performed on a 
cello wit h a modern setup, 
the third, on a carbon-fibre 
instrument, while the sec­
ond suite is played on a 
IxIroque cello, and the sixth 
on a five-string piccolo cello. The fifth suite is recorded 
three t imes, using the baroque, the contemporary. 
and t he carbon-fibre instruments. This four-d isc set 
comes with liner notes about the differences be­
tween t he instruments. an interview w ith van Lief, 
even a graph showing an ana lys is of the ha rmonic 
spectrums of the instrument s. All of th is seems gim­
micky. yet it is understandable when one considers 
the daunt ing task oftrying to make a splash with yet 
another r&Ording of the Suites.The verdict?The play. 
ing throughout is spacious and free, the preludes are 
imaginative, and the dances are idiomat ic. What is 
interesting is that despite the intent to highl ight the 
differences between the instruments, what comes 
across most is the stylistic consistencyofthe record· 
ing as a whole. This is not the recording you want as 
your referencefor this music, but if you love the cello 
suites, this one is recommended. PP 


